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DATES: CATEGORIES: 


Special Group 
MONGOOSE | | 
Presidential Authorization 


ee 


Oct. 6, 1960 


including.some (Ceimans) in this group and that we would talk informally 

tofiGenemaiMGeiiienvabout it. He emphasized that he was asking for no’ 
eet ca! A TN a . : ; ? Diy ‘ Fe 

Special" Group’ approval at this time in this specific connection. 


STAFF: 


Minutes of Special Group meeting October 6, 1960 


DATE: Bob Kelley 
FILE: Cage 


June 29, 1975 


cit 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 
Dec. 5, 1960 Mongoose 
eter Grace . Special Group 


OCCURRENCE: ee 
rae tiih «oh fae gihe.Special Group discussed (1), hes eof providing -s4Kty 
febGusa ana ESTE roa fromathe- Cabs budgets 
Oye a proposal to survey the possibility of establishing a strike 
base in Nicaragua; (3) the necessity for the Defense Department to supply 38 military 
men to CIA. “Mr. Douglas questioned whether the present: concept of 600 or 700 


Cubans is any longer practicable. He said that it had been his understanding that 


thecurrent thinking contemplated -figures-more on the order~of 3,000."" Mr: ~Barnés 
replied that the CIA believes what is required is enough individuals to serve as 

a rallying point for the anti-Castro elements in Cuba and thus 600 is as useful as 
3,000. The CIA justified the request for 38 military men because it now believed 
it was necessary to train the Cubans in infantry tactics involved in a defense, in 
addition to the guerrilla warfare training previously contemplated. 
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Special Group oe minutes, Weer 5,.1960 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: CATEGORIES: 


haere 190) 


1 Castro 
Ce. f & 4 < es 


MATVCY, Kennedy, Robert 
Bissell HALPERN Sor 
OCCURRENCE: 
Ualpern testifi 


ed that_in the fall of 1961 he attended a meetings with 


Bissell and §iey SEOSDCY Eeombevg was the Branch Chief (S$). The 
meeting occired in the middTe of Octe of 1961. Rissell stated at the 


meeting that he had recently "been chewed out in the cabinet roam of 

the White House by both the President and the Attorney General For 

as he put it, sitting on his ass and not doing anything about gpettine _ 
zs a 


—Fid Of Castro and the Castro resine. Wis orders toa hotht Oy 
and to mofa5" to plan an operation to aAcconplasiy that “ent (hy 
Halvern testified that no limitations were put on the term "set rid of", 
Yothine was forbidden (8). The meetine involved only eeneral discussions 
ane not tactics. : 
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Dy Ae ws STAPE : 
Halpern 6/18 ae 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: 


renee deer Lansdale 


Bassell 
Gee 


CIA y 
DECL Aca? OB, 
RELEagS FICATION NOW To . 
AS Sani OF THIS pa J/0R 
(€. Y. 5 ¥ * 
DATES: CATEGORIES: 


Oct 1961 Castro 


“OCCURRENCE : 
Halperas . : 
Shortly after Bae mecetine-with Bissell, Vapern, and ywere introduced 


to Gen Lansdale who was the new Chief ‘of Operations "FoF mn cffart to re- 
nove A the Castro regime. The initial meeting was concerned with only 
ortanizational matters, 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: © 


ey) Harvey 


nem 


CATEGORIES: 


SS epeege ens: 


Castro 


xepwsonetime in Dec of 1961, described to Ralpern 
office in which MzCone had stated that Melis would Wenes Forth "be his man on 
Cuba." (153) 200A toll Walpern that Yelins had no tnklins that he jwoeuled he 
anpointed head@or" ene Cuban operations before this meetine (13). Sone tine 
arter the pecting HOINS cane ta Boe oe my office, chekced into the oreduizacion 
of | RON SIES FOUOL: ations and directat chat Muba would be oa 


ao mectins at the director! 


‘ ae A 0 separate act TVA ares 
‘no Tonser part of the Fil Division CL. _ 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: 


KING, J. C. Hthruey 
EG RE PRT Frwae'ps 
BISSELL i 

HALPERN A 

OCCURRENCE: 


The following sources of information were used in preparing the IG REPORT of 
1967: (1) Files: Furnished for review by the Director of Security, the Deputy 
Director for Support, the General Counsel, the Legislative Counsel, the Chief of 


DATES: CATEGORIES: 


May 23, 1967 CASTRO 


WH_Division, and by Col. J. C. KING, former Chief of WH Division. Also, the 


Director of Central Reference furnished biographic files and intelligence publi- 
cations. (2) Interviews: Desmond Fitzgerald, Sam Halpern, fifrtice:-Cheeve 
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See Helms testified that he does not recall whether he selected 
harvey to head the Cuban oper ration, but tiret he did certainly approve Tlarvey's 


selection. Prior to receiving the commitment Uarvey had been in charge of a 
stale in, fhe foreion intelligence staff whose function was to mount operations 
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HARVEY, William 


DOCURRENCES 


tages 


tae entered the Bureau as a Special Arent in 1940. He continued in that job until 1947, 

when he joined the CIA as the head of the Soviet Intelligence Branch. Between 1947 and 1952, 

he worked on Soviet counterespionage and special operations in the Department of Plans. Be- 

| SEaiatongror the CIA. He was instrumental_in 

e IGalgorcion Intelligence Staff Di- 
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the Berlin tunnel operation. In 1959, nee 
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HARVEY TESTIMONY, June 25, 1975, pp. 5-9 STAFF? Rhea 
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HARVEY / Jan 26, 1961 | EXECUTIVE ACTION 


ZR Rife 


OCCURRENCE: 


in - sey iby” thegn Scoureiteyea ie 
are Subject to frequent revision, Ao ceting ‘of targe “targets sseuld be valid for the duration 
of the project. Specific operations will be mounted on the basis of need and 


opportunity. “Ehe Project will be conducted by division B with assistance from area 
divisions and stations as needed.” (exhibht 1) 

Harvey testified that his notes didnot cite assassination or assassination capability as 
an objective of project Zrriffle. However,assassination was a contemplated purpose of the 
project. If an ae Shine oS eganake Lae he would have been recruited 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES: 
/ Jan 26, 1961 ‘EXECUTIVE ACTION 
HARVEY OD EER CR Eom 


The notes in Harvey's handwriting entitled Project arriffle state "3. Background: 
response to the ee requirements for the operational procurement ofpforeigm 
Gode and’ ciphekynaterral'ss) division 9 in 1960 began spotting of agent assets asa 
i i During the same period requirements from@NSfibecame more 
refined and in many respects more sentative because most agencies™are not equipped 

to conduct this type of operation, and because of the desirability to completely centralize 


control over this entire effort, it was deétémined that division d which was the closest 


activity nas ngky advanced far enough to justify removing from the OOA category. (exhibit 
1, page 1 - 2) 
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OCCURRENCE: Breckinridge testified that from his review of the 
2RRIFLE, the ''controlling character" (80) of the Project was to Seeaiméodessrather 
than to develop the capability for assassination. (80) = aa 
breckeinridge testified that on the face of the documents relating to Project 
ZRRIFLE, the Project was only directed atfStéaling-codésa The fact that it related 
to developing the capability to assassinate came out in interviews with Willian 


Harvey. (81) 7 - 
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: 


CATEGORIES: 


gCOODS ES 1961 Castro 
ae Kennedy, Robert Ce feber, 
Bissell HALPERN 
OCCURRENCE: ; 
Halpern testified that in the ane — oe he attended a meeting with 
Bissell and ihe CNG CM O TU Oye) ealzore Mersvas the Branch Chief (6). The 


meeting occured in the middle of tee of 1961. Nissell stated at the 
meeting that he had recently “been chewed out in the cabinet room of 
the White House by both the President and the Attorney General for 


as he put it, sitting on_his_ass_and not doing anything about pettine 


ri oe Castro, and the Castro regine. [lis orders to both Ed RL ReNACG KAN mito 
and to me “fee” to plan an operation to accomplish that end." (35) 
Halvern testified that no limitations were put on the term "set rid of". 
Nothine was forbidden (8). The meectine involve: only seneral discussions 
and nat tactics. 
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DATES: 


Nec 1961 Castro 


“Halper 


Nelins MCCONE 


v eaoey7-sonetine in Nec of 1961, described to Malvern a mectines at the 
ot lice in which McCone had stated that "felis would henceforth 
Athi ee re 


director's 

"be his wan on 
evestoald WUalpern that Uelins had ne inkling that he swould be 

a = ry ” . + = gta . 3 Po ea oats Co. a 

Cuban OPC Tat 1 Que pokore this necting (15). Soenetine 

yeotins soles cane te : i 


Oe ine j office, cheleed into the organization 
Pooorations and Li vkee tet 


OED. EDS at at Suwalawowbd. De: a. $enuT ate we tai yah 
no longer part of the WH Division (11) 
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MCCONE, E, HARVEW G iw 


CATEGORIES: 
MONGOOSE 


OCCURRENCE: 
(Of-Fidel and Raut Castra.ltuz@ because she opposed the 


Ta, eae 


Cuban regime. According to ies. Witsqesumle : eat a Od CRCUTIINA , she contacted#Rwz+and obtained 
NO “Te 7 L,— 
(Raia greement to provide intelTigence on the Cuban political leadership and to work 


Efforts were made to establish contact with[JuanaeCastro 1 Rug, half » half sister } 
matt ONE Communist nature of the 


: against the Cuban Communist eee, ne of soueoe Ie in Eiasiealane which er result in 


SOURCE: STAFF: 


een ia for McCone from William: Harvey re: 
10 July 1962 (02561) 
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CCURRENCE;: 


Houston testified that he cannot remember that his legal advice as to not 
continuing a project was ever rejected by CIA, (47) although Houston 


recalls vetoing two propositions: ;onena 


: ahs a nen RE aE 
SOURCE: STAFF: 
Testimony of Lawrence Houston, 6/2/75 ier 
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John Bayly 
DATE: 
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